
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2022 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Tim Litz, Mayor; Dale T. Yontz, Vice-Mayor; 

James P. “Sean” Viars; Geary Jonas; Michael 

Duncan; James Lloyd 

     

Council Members Absent:       Peggy Hash                           

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

                           Derek Breedlove, Police Chief     

 

Administration Absent:   None    

 

Others Present: Emily Viers, Bill Pollard, Linda Pollard, Amy 

McBride, Ken Noble 

 

Vice-Mayor Dale Yontz was present via Zoom.          
 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION OF FY2020-21 AUDIT REPORT BY EMILY VIERS OF 

ROBINSON, FARMER, COX ASSOCIATES – Emily Viers presented Council with a 

presentation file for the FY 2020-21 audit.  Mrs. Viers explained that the town received a clean, 

unmodified opinion.  She explained that this means the numbers shown are accurate and 

materially correct.  The auditors’ report on compliance noted one internal control deficiency – 

lack of segregation of duties.  Mrs. Viers explained that it is not uncommon in a town this size to 

adequately segregate duties in a department.  Mrs. Viers stated that there were no material 

compliance related issues.  Mrs. Viers referenced the financial statements included in the audit 

presentation file.  She explained that if the Town spends $750,000 or more in federal funds in 

one fiscal year there will be an additional single audit requirement.  She stated that with the 

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding the Town may be required to have a single audit.  

Mrs. Viers explained that Government Finance Officer’s Association (GFOA) requires two 

months of operating reserves or about 17%.  The town’s operating reserve percentage is 

significantly higher than the requirement.  Mrs. Viers referenced the Communication with 
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Governance letter in the presentation.  She explained that the town received a standard letter 

which is what the town wants to have.  She stated that the staff does a good jog and helps 

prioritize what the auditors need when onsite.  She added that she appreciates the staff and 

enjoys working with them.  Mayor Litz thanked Mrs. Viers for the presentation and that he 

appreciates the nice comments given to the town.  Councilmember Duncan stated that he 

commends Town Manager Childers and Treasurer Patton for the job they do.  He added that the 

result of the audit is a true reflection of what they do day in and day out.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Viars and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to approve 

the minutes of the January 11, 2022, meeting.  The motion passed by a vote of four (4) for: 

Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Duncan; zero (0) against; abstain one (1) Lloyd 

  

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

None 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  

 

None 

 

POLICE REPORT  

 

Chief Breedlove reported that he had twenty-nine (29) calls this month.  He added that there 

were no incidents from the recent snowstorm. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – This report is included in the Town Manager’s report. 

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL – Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that one additional contract will be 

finalized soon and then the entertainment will be announced in the next couple of weeks.  The 

committee will meet prior to the February 8, 2022, council meeting. 

 

ELM AVENUE PROPERTY – None 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

PUBILC HEARING – AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NO. 61 AMENDING AND 

REENACTING PART 1. CHARTER, SEC 2. COUNCIL GENERALLY OF THE CODE OF 

THE TOWN OF RURAL RETREAT, VIRGINIA – Mayor Litz opened the public hearing.  

Town Manager Childers explained the change to the ordinance.  He stated that the ordinance 

remains the same other than the town election will move from May to November.  Mayor Litz 

explained that the three members and the mayor that were scheduled to run in May will be 

extended to November with the term effective in January 2023.  Mayor Litz opened the floor for 

comments.   Amy McBride stated that since the office of Mayor will now be recognized as a 

member of Council will the powers of the mayor change.  Town Manager Childers stated that the 
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only time the mayor votes is when there is a tie vote.  Mrs. McBride asked if the budget process 

or the fiscal year will change. Town Manager Childers stated that the budget and fiscal year will 

remain the same. Linda Pollard asked if the mayor’s pay would change since he will also be a 

member of council.   Town Manager Childers explained that the only reason the ordinance is 

being amended is to change the election date from May to November.  The registrar notified the 

town that the legislature requires local elections to take place in November.  After the registrar 

received the amended ordinance, he suggested that the number be changed to seven members 

including a mayor.     Ken Noble stated that if the ordinance change makes the mayor a member 

of council, then the model of government changes.  Mr. Noble asked if the mayor will be a 

voting member of the council.  Mayor Litz stated that the only time he votes is to break a tie.  

Mr. Noble stated that if the mayor is a member of council, then he will run for council then be 

appointed as Mayor.  Town Manager Childers stated that in the initial amendment to the 

ordinance was based on the Charter of Rural Retreat, and it was amended to only change the date 

of the election.  Town Manager Childers added that the original amended ordinance was correct 

with six council members and one mayor.   Town Manager Childers stated that he will contact 

the County Registrar and explain the issue then report back to Council.  Mayor Litz closed the 

public hearing. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NO. 17-B PROVIDING FOR THE 

REMOVAL OF TRASH, GARBAGE, REFUSE, ETC. – Mayor Litz opened the public hearing.  

Town Manager Childers explained that the state allowed municipalities to add the word clutter to 

their property maintenance ordinances.  Adding the word clutter gives the town a little more 

leverage when forced to take property owners to court.  The amendment also adds wording 

regarding spreading bamboo.  The ordinance will help keep the bamboo from spreading onto 

other properties.  Linda Pollard asked if the word clutter includes old refrigerators, cars, and 

furniture.  Chief Breedlove stated that the word clutter does include these things.  Mrs. McBride 

stated that she understands that adding clutter helps with the health and safety of other citizens.  

She asked what the role of the citizens are in reporting clutter.  Town Manager Childers stated 

that citizens can report a property with clutter to the town office.  Mrs. McBride asked what the 

plan of action would be after the town receives a complaint.  Town Manager Childers stated that 

he and Chief Breedlove will speak to the citizen first then council will decide if the attorney will 

send correspondence and proceed with court action.  Mrs. McBride asked who determines if a 

house is detrimental to the well-being of a community.  Mayor Litz stated that a judge can rule 

on the situation.  Town Manager Childers stated that by adding the work clutter the town will 

have more leverage in a court.  Chief Breedlove stated that the code of Virginia states a judge 

can fine the property owner $50 per day, but they are unable to force the property owner to clean 

up the property.  Chief Breedlove stated that the ordinance gives the town the power to clean up 

a property.  Mayor Litz added that he thinks the town should take court action and let a judge 

decide.  He stated that there is a limit to what the Town Council can do as well as a limit to what 

the town maintenance crew should be required to do.  Chief Breedlove stated that the proposed 

ordinance gives the town the power to clean a property up without the need to take court action.  

Councilmember Duncan stated that the letter that is sent should be certified, and the property 

owner should get ten days from the receipt of the letter to clean up the clutter.  Mayor Litz stated 

that if the ordinance is adopted then the council needs to let a judge make the decision.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that he spoke with Bill Rush the Town Manager of Marion, and he 

stated that the Town of Marion has had success by using the County Building Inspector.  

Councilmember Lloyd stated that he believes that the town will need to let the court make the 

decision.  Mrs. McBride stated that in her opinion the town should have a written plan of action 

for citizen complaints.  Councilmember Viars explained that a citizen should report to the Town 
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Manager then if not satisfied report to Council.  Town Manager Childers explained that he will 

contact the property owner and try to resolve the issue before any other action is taken.   Linda 

Pollard addressed council and stated that she would like to see the town adopt the ordinance to 

try to clean the town up.  She stated that there are several properties in town that need to be 

addressed.  Mrs. Pollard read a letter from Verna Henley.  Mrs. Henley stated that she maintains 

her property in prime condition.  She stated that the town needs an ordinance that will eliminate 

unsightly properties.   

Mayor Litz closed the public hearing.   

A motion was made by Councilmember Jonas and seconded by Councilmember Lloyd to adopt 

Ordinance 17-C.  Councilmember Viars stated that the town has worked to get these properties 

cleaned up for a very long time.  The town has even had town employees help clean up some of 

the properties.  The motion passed by a vote of five (5) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Duncan; 

zero (0) against. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES – Councilmember Duncan stated that Mike Davis is no longer a 

member of the Rescue Squad.  He stated that Greg Smith has accepted the position as a member 

of the board of directors. 

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – None 

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – This item will be included in the Town 

Manager’s report. 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – This item will be included in the Town Manger’s report. 

 

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made part of these minutes.  The following 

items were reported and discussed: 

 

- Town Representatives and the Representatives from Wythe County met last week and 

had a good initial conversation about a possible water interconnect for the 2 entities.  This 

would give the Town a backup water source in time of emergencies.  Rates and some 

other figures will need to be reviewed at our next meeting. 

- I spoke with Andrea Gazley our local DHCD representative about our extension request.  

She stated that there is a lot of things backed up right now because Covid went through 

their department pretty bad. 

- I spoke with Wythe County Treasurer, Lori Guynn about the Ted Brown House.  She is 

going to have John Reiff with the state give me a call.  Right now, the new assessment on 

the house is $46k, which everyone agrees is not what the value of the house is.  He has 

reached out to 2 appraisers, and they wouldn’t do an appraisal because the house is land 

locked and the property does not need to be appraised.  He may have to do an appraisal of 

the whole lot and deduct it from the total.  At that point, if the appraisal amount and the 
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taxes owed are at a certain ratio then the County and the Town can get together and work 

something out. 

- I finally got CenturyLink (Lumen) to return my call, and they are supposed to approve 

moving their utilities this week.  King Contractors is ready to get into Town and start 

Phases 9 and 10 of the Sidewalk Projects. 

- Snow removal went well after the snow event, and I was pleased with the condition of 

our roadways.  The maintenance crew did a very good job on short rest. 

- The town is currently accepting applications for a maintenance position and has had 

several interested people fill out applications. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for January 25, 2022, were read and approved. 

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


